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When students came back to campus this fall they 
were greeted by a beautiful new bridge beside first parking 
lot. It is well structured, practical and well used by students 
on their way to classes. However many students were con- 
fused by this new construction: why had a new bridge been 
built, when the speed bump right next to it that is every com- 
muter’s nightmare laid unresolved? 

The bridge wasn’t the only new project this year. 
We came back to a school that had been totally fitted for on- 
line learning and taken thorough measures for covid readi- 
ness. A new marketing campaign was launched that covered 
both Redeemer’s brand and the Redeemer Royals brand. As 
well, a massive new construction project has been undertak- 
en to build a new residence building. It begs the question: 
how can we spend millions of dollars on these projects and 
not fix that dang speed bump? Or to put it more broadly: 
when it comes to strategic decisions about where to invest 
Redeemer’s resources and how best to improve student ex- 
perience, are student voices truly taken into account? 

sefore I continue this argument I must make two 
disclaimers. The first is that Redeemer’s administration 
does hear student input. We have the Student Senate which 
is designed to bring student concerns to the administration's 
attention. We fill out comprehensive prof evaluations after 
each course. We have two students who sit on the Academic 
Senate which deals with course changes, faculty hiring, the 
academic calendar and more. When the marketing cam- 
paign was being launched last spring, a handful of students 
were asked to sit on a committee and give feedback on de- 
sign ideas. The entire student body was invited to fill out a 
survey on the style and function of the new residence build- 
ing, of which many suggestions were taken into account. 
These, and so many more examples, demonstrate that the 
administration does have opportunities to listen to student 
voices. The question is, do they make a difference? 

The second caveat is that the things that Redeemer 
has invested in are ultimately good for us as students. The 
upgrades to fit our school for online learning have allowed 


students in all situations to fully participate in their educa- 
tion safely during a pandemic. A new marketing campaign 
and a new residence building and the subsequent increase 
in student population will be a rising tide that lifts all boats. 
The more students paying tuition, the more resources that 
Redeemer has to pour back into the student population. 
The question I’m asking is, when making decisions on how 
to use resources, where to move strategically, how to im- 
prove student experiences, are student voices heard in a way 
that impacts the strategic direction of our school? 

Many of us have ideas that we think could improve 
student experience. As a varsity athlete, my dream would be 
a better athletic centre, or at least a gym floor that won’t give 
athletes shin splints. I’ve heard many students talk about 
wanting better/comfier/cleaner/less broken furniture in the 
dorms. Maybe you are frustrated with the wifi speed, or the 
meal plan, or you want more study rooms. The point is, we 
all have things at the top of our minds that could help im- 
prove our daily lives as students. However it often feels like 
there is a disconnect between what students are asking for, 
and what we are receiving. 

A new marketing campaign and the other previous- 
ly mentioned additions seem to be designed to draw students 
towards Redeemer, to sell the product that is a Redeemer 
education. However less effort is made to sell the school to 
the students already here. We spend so many resources on 
the wrapping paper, and not enough on the actual present. 

One fact of the matter is that we do have a powerful 
and effective voice as students, and that is with our dollars. 
As consumers, we speak with our wallets and in this case, 
our tuition fees. If you really were displeased enough about 
something, you could leave the school. However no one is 
leaving Redeemer because they don’t like the speed bump, 
or because they want a nicer gym floor or (fill in your dream 
Redeemer upgrade here). These things would be nice, they 
might improve the average student’s daily life, but the lack 
of addressing them won't lose students, so Redeemer isn’t 
losing money. Additionally, a new speed bump won't bring 
in new students or new income. A new residence building 
could, Or a new marketing campaign. Therefore these are 
the things that receive attention. So we can complain all we 
want about our cars bottoming out but at the end of the day, 
our money speaks louder than we do and unless you're will- 
ing to walk out, that bump is here to stay. 


An example of a lack of cohesion between school 
decision and student voices was the recent decision to move 
the winter reading break to Christmas break and hold class- 
es on Easter Monday. This was a decision intended to dis- 
courage travel and allow in person classes to continue safely. 
However this decision received major blow back from the 
student body. Students are concerned about the effect that 
this could have on mental health levels or stress manage- 
ment. Some are frustrated about missing out on Easter Mon- 
day, a day that they would normally spend going to church, 
spending time with family and celebrating Christ’s resurrec- 
tion. Now the administration has valid answers to some of 
these concerns. They want to discourage travel during the 
semester in order to reduce risk and keep in person classes 
happening. They also point out that schools like Calvin Col- 
lege in the States don’t typically give Easter Monday off, but 
Redeemer has in the past in order to allow students to travel. 
Now that they don’t want students to travel, they won't give 
it off. This is all well and good but even the public school 
board in Ontario gives Easter Monday off, and presumably 
that is not for travel purposes. Students are frustrated and 
argue that they should have been consulted. This decision to 
change the academic calendar will affect students in major 
ways next semester, and the fact of the matter is that stu- 
dent voices were not heard in any part of the decision mak- 
ing process, until after the decision had been made. As well, 
when concerns were brought to the administration after the 
announcement, it was clarified that there was nothing that 
could be done since the announcement had already been 
made. 

It is always frustrating to feel as though you do not 
have a voice, or that your voice is not being heard. I do not 
have an answer towards these frustrations. I hope that I am 
wrong, that the administration at Redeemer does care what 
students have to say, that they do value our opinions, and 
our dreams and our visions for this school. In the case that 
I am right, and at least in some part those who hold the 
power to make decisions at this school have been disre- 
garding the input they receive from students, I hope that 
this will change, and that we can move forward together 
to a more collaborative future for Redeemer. 
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Chat with Nat 


A Letter from the Editor 


When we were planning for this year over the summer, and I was planning 
dates for the newspaper to be published, I didn’t think we would be here still. There 
was a lack of faith, I know. But coming back to school in a pandemic seemed impos- 
sible, and yet here we are. And you are holding the first paper copy of the Crown for the 
20/21 school year. And that’s something worth celebrating, because we've made it this 
far, who’s to say we can’t make it all the way to April? Everyday I wake up thankful, that 
we are still here. So let’s all continue to do our part, so that we can stay. 


Joshua 1:9: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be fright- 
ened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 


CONTACT: 
T: 905.648.2131 X4291 , The C : four times per academic year 
C 995 ra 34 1429 The opinions expressed in the Crown are not necessarily those of The Crown is published by students four times per acade mic yeal 
halting? scanty ; ma Redeemer University College's student body, faculty, or administration. and is funded by the students of Redeemer University College : 
c/o Redeemer University College as well as by advertising, but is dedicated to the broader college community. 
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COVID-19 & Redeemer 
Living by Love, Hope, and Wisdom 


SAMUEL VANDEPUTTE 
STUDENT SENATE PRESIDENT 


The novel coronavirus sweeps across the 
world, bringing pain, stress, and fear. This directly im- 
pacts the Student Senate as well: clubs cannot operate 
as they used to, events have to be rethought, and stu- 
dent advocacy has not become easier with a pandemic 
in the background. 

Despite the additional challenges, serving stu- 
dents is more satisfying than ever before. It is extremely 
encouraging to see how responsible students are in their 
actions, | see it is a true honour and privilege to serve 
a student body that is profoundly loving, mature, and 
faithful. 

During the Student Senate Chapel on October 
18—with COVID-19 in the back of my mind—I men- 
tioned that Redeemer is being sheltered by God. Was 
my optimism premature? It certainly seems so, since 
Redeemer’s first case of COVID-19 was announced the 
very next day. Despite the unfortunate news, I continue 
to believe that God is faithful in protecting Redeemer. I 
see three elements that are key to Redeemer’s flourish- 
ing: love, hope, and wisdom. 

First, as Christians, we are called to love our 
neighbour. With the pandemic in particular, this means 
that we care about the health and wellbeing of our fellow 


students, our professors, and the surrounding commu- 
nity. To me, having this vision of love makes it easier to 
rationalize the sacrifices we have to make. 

Second, finding our identity in Christ, we are 
called to live in hope. Ultimately, our hope is anchored 
in Christ, not in the fallen world we inhibit. Although 
the pandemic may be scary, we can focus on the fact 
that God is faithful. Our university is thriving with the 
biggest ever incoming class, a new living and learning 
facility, and in-person education. 

Third, wisdom is crucial in dealing with hard- 
ship. That is why I think it is important to pray for those 
in positions of authority. Let’s pray for Redeemer’s ad- 
ministration to be granted wisdom to make the right 
decisions. As your representatives, Student Senate 
needs your prayers too. Please support us as we navi- 
gate the challenges of the day. 

We do not know what the future holds. Uncer- 
tainty can lead to hate, fear, and foolishness. In these 
times, more than ever before, the Student Senate is here 
to fight for your voice. Reach out to us with your ques- 
tions, concerns, and ideas in the Student Senate office, 
through social media, or by emailing senate@redeemer. 
ca. Above all, let’s continue to be faithful in Christ's love, 
hope, and wisdom. 


Interested in writing for us? 


Email us at thecrown@redeemer.ca 


SENATE 


OCTOBER 2020 // thecrown.ca 


IN THIS ISSUE 


The Future is Now 


(page 4) 


What Your Mask Says 
About You 


(page 9) 


Cancelled Competition 


(page 6) 


A Deeper Sense of 
Community 


(page /) 


Much Ado About Read- 
ing Break 


(page 8) 


The Clown 


(page 9) 


Fourth Year Reflec- 
tions 


(page 10) 


CAMPUS 


OCTOBER 2020 // thecrown.ca 


The Future is Now 


Taking a look at Redeemer's newest addition 


CORRINA SERVOS 
SENIOR REPORTER 


‘Tis the season for the new: new students on campus, new 
school year, new environment, and the start of a new sea- 
son. These aren't the only new things on campus, however. 
Students on campus have also begun to see traces of a new 
addition to campus in the recent weeks, with the construc- 
tion of the new multi-purpose building beginning to take 
place. 

While the giant hole in the ground may not look 
like much right now, it holds much promise for the future. 
The large burgundy, white and gray building is set to be- 
come a hub of life on campus. This multi-purpose building, 
complete with dorm units, common space, and classrooms, 
is a response to the growing number of enrolled students at 
Redeemer. Redeemer’s student base is growing rapidly, so 
this addition to campus is needed! 

The construction on campus will take “approxi- 
mately one year,” according to Ed Bosveld, Redeemer’s 
Vice-President of Administration and Finance, who says 
that Redeemer staff “expect the building to be ready just in 
time for students to move in next September.” While there 
have been some minor challenges during the construction, 
things have been going well and are scheduled to speed up 
in the coming months. The Redeemer campus may look 
very different by the time winter rolls around! The goal is 
to get the building up by wintertime so that interior walls, 
plumbing and HVAC, and electrical work can begin. Once 
the water is removed from the building site, the building 
will be progressing “upwards from the basement, first, sec- 
ond and third floors including walls and floors...hopefully 
most of the work in the winter will be the interior of the 
building,” says Alfred Mazereeuw, the Director of Physical 
Plant and Security. 

The location of the new building, which was de- 
signed by Glenn Reinders of Reinders + Law, was strategi- 
cally chosen as part of an “updated campus master plan,” 
says Bosveld. This new plan is “intended to make the cam- 
pus more walk-able, with better places for people to gather 
in community.” This will be accomplished by directing traf- 
fic towards the outskirts of campus. Since the new building 
will also contain academic classrooms, it also makes sense 
to have it located close to the already existing academic 
building. 

When drawing up plans for this new building, 
Willem de Ruijter says that much of the planning was 
based on the things that students value about campus life. 
Second, third, fourth and fifth year students may remem- 


ber taking a survey during the fall of 2019 about what they 
would like to see in a new residence building. In this sur- 
vey, students were asked about what they value about cam- 
pus life and what kind of living arrangements they would 
prefer. An overwhelming number of students said that they 
valued the 6-8 person living arrangements that Redeemer 
is known for, as opposed to the single or double rooms that 
are common to many other universities. Other concepts 
that came up as a result of the survey included the impor- 
tance of common space and community. The design for the 
new building took into account all of the things that were 
important to the Redeemer community and combined 
them into one large multipurpose venture. 

In response to those same student surveys, the 
new building will have residence units that will hold 2, 4, 
6 or 8 people. The residences will have 35 units: five units 
with 1 bedroom, twelve units with 2 bedrooms, twelve units 
with 3 bedrooms, five units with 4 bedrooms, as well as a 
unit for a Residence Director. This accommodates students 
who would prefer living with a lower number of students 
as well as students who prefer the classic Redeemer living 
situation. These rooms will be modelled similarly to the 
renovations done in the Luther Court apartments, with a 
focus on living space that is bright and welcoming. Each 
unit will have its own kitchenette as well as its own living 
space, similarly to the townhouses already on campus. The 
bedrooms will be slightly different than the typical town- 
house bedrooms, with a small wall between the beds to 
allow for increased privacy while still encouraging the in- 
stant community of having a roommate. 

The building is three stories tall (four, if you in- 
clude the basement) and will be split into two wings with 
a section of common area between each wing. These com- 
mon areas will have study space, lounges similar to the 
commuter lounge, and even potentially spaces like the 
rec center where people can hang out and watch televi- 
sion. These common areas will be open to be enjoyed by all 
members of the Redeemer community, while the residence 
sections will remain private. The design for the new build- 
ing had to strike a balance between living space, classroom 
space, and common space. While some students who had 
requested a bowling alley, swimming pool, on campus pub, 
climbing wall, or a Starbucks may be disappointed, the new 
building seems to check many of the boxes which are so 
important to the Redeemer community. 

The basement lounge shares a two story window 
with the first floor in order to provide natural light for the 
lounge, a concept which has become important in this new 
residence. Willem de Rujiter says that they have taken 
notes of what students like and don’t like about Augustine 


Hall, and that the new building was modelled to be “light 
and open.” All the rooms have been designed to provide 
maximum natural light in the new building, so that even 
the rooms in the basement don’t feel gloomy. 

Something new in this building is the addition of 
basement space for classrooms. Many students have won- 
dered if they would be living in a unit with a classroom 
down the hall, or if they would be able to just roll out of bed 
and go next door for their class. The answer to this ques- 
tion is no, as the only place classrooms will be located is 
in the basement. These classrooms have been designed so 
that they give “flexible potential for future needs,” accord- 
ing to Willem de Ruijter. Depending on the need, they will 
be able to function as meeting rooms, classrooms, or areas 
for other student functions. 

So why a new building now? With the additional 

enrollment at Redeemer, it has become a necessity to be 
able to offer more housing. Redeemer offers a very strong 
community for first years, and the renovation of the Luther 
court apartments has opened doors for more on campus 
housing for second years, but in the past there hasn't been 
a lot of options for third and fourth years. The purpose of 
this building was to try to “create a stronger vision for a 
third or fourth years to live on campus,” says de Ruijter. 
Having additional living spaces to offer upper year stu- 
dents could be a good way to prepare them for what comes 
after Redeemer, while still living in the Redeemer com- 
munity. At this point, it isn’t clear which students the new 
building is being geared towards, but the important part is 
that there will be more spaces available for students to live 
on campus. The new residence will hold 170 beds, and ac- 
cording to de Ruijter, “if you add these 170 beds... we'll be 
able to have over 600 people live on campus.” This gives a 
great opportunity to all students who want to live on cam- 
pus during their upper years! 
The future is now at Redeemer, and it is an exciting time 
to see the rapid growth across campus. Bosveld says that 
one of the biggest highlights of the construction process 
has been seeing the “excitement that the project has gener- 
ated in the Redeemer community,” and this excitement will 
only continue to grow as the construction progresses. This 
is a great opportunity for Redeemer to be growing, and this 
is just the first of many steps in the direction of impacting 
even more lives here on campus. 


For more information about the new building at Redeemer, 
visit https://www.redeemer.ca/strategic-plan-2025/new- 
residence-and-learning-facility/ 
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What Your Mask Says About You 


A comprehensive guide to face coverings 


LUCY BRINKMAN 
SENIOR REPORTER 


You've heard it said, “don’t judge a book by its 
cover’ but have you ever tried judging a person by their 
mask? As it turns out, it’s pretty easy. And fun. So here is 
my take on what your mask says about you. 

If you're rocking an old navy mask, I hate to break 
it to you but you're a bit basic. You are most likely a psych 
major, and you pair this mask with your crisp Nike air force 
ones, a ripped pair of mom jeans and any graphic tee. Un- 
less you're a guy wearing one of these masks in which case 
your mom probably bought you a pack before you left for 
school, and you're wearing it along with the socks she got 
you last Christmas. No hate towards my old navy friends, 
these masks are comfy, keep up the great work. 

Next up- the classic Redeemer mask that each of 
us were given at the start of the year. If you're still wear- 
ing this one, you probably wear glasses and have realized 
that this is one of few masks that won't fog them up from 
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your breathing. You also probably haven’t washed it yet, 
and this is me telling you: you need to. 

If you're wearing a disposable mask, you likely 
hate the earth. You probably also use plastic straws and 
throw your recycling in the garbage. If you've been wearing 
the same disposable mask since September, this is your of- 
ficial reminder to please get a new one, it’s time. 

If you’re going the bandana/buff route I don't 
know how else to say this... you’re weird. Or you're a non 
conformist. Either way, respect to you and your comfy ears. 

Now a personal favourite of mine- the homemade 
mask. If you made it yourself, you probably complete the 
look with a pair of thrifted overalls and a pottery mug, If 
your mom/Oma made it for you, you're probably wearing it 
for the picture to send to her to show that you've been put- 
ting it to good use, and then switching it out for the much 
comfier old navy one you keep in your jacket pocket. 

Are you pulling up with a brand name mask? 
Nike, Adidas or Herschel maybe? If so, you’re a bit boujee. 
You see the mask as just another way to flex on your peers, 
and there’s nothing that makes you happier than getting 
a compliment on your face covering and replying with a 


@\|.vanluyk 


smug smile and saying “thanks, it’s (insert your favourite 
brand here)”. 

Finally, if you’re repping your favourite sports 
team on your mask you're either a varsity athlete or a big 
fan. You wear this mask and hide your tears that the OCAA 


just officially cancelled their games next year. You were in- 


spired by the NBA's success during covid and are thinking 
about starting a petition for an OCAA bubble just so you 
can feel something again. 

At the end of the day, it doesn’t matter what kind 
of mask you're wearing, as long as you've got one on. Let's 
keep showing up and covering up so that we can keep this 
in person class going all the way until December. Happy 
masking! 


@megyorke 
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Cancelled Competition 
How Redeemer’s student athletes are 
managing during the longest off season, ever 


LUCY BRINKMAN 
SENIOR REPORTER 


It goes without saying that this has not been an 
easy year. Coming back to school has looked a lot different 
this fall, and a major part of that change for many students 
was the cancelled sports for the entire 2020/21 season. 
Schools all over the province are reacting to a September 
with no home openers, no competition, and in some cases, 
no athletics at all. Despite this massive loss, Redeemer has 
adapted well as a school, and our athletes remain in good 
spirits. What does it look like to be an athlete when your 
sport isn’t happening? Does Redeemer offer something to 
its athletes in a year like this that other schools in the OCAA 
doesn't? 

I checked in with a number of athletes across 
sports to provide some insights into these questions, and 
find out how they are reacting to the current situation. 
First, | spoke with David Mantel, our Athletic Director about 
why Redeemer is uniquely positioned in this pandemic- we 
have the opportunity to continue with in person learning, 
which has led to us being able to continue with certain ath- 
letic activities as well. Mantel explains this more. 

“We have come to realize that the response to this 
pandemic varies greatly from sport to sport, province to 
province, and institution to institution. This is what has 
made decision making for the OCAA difficult - the wide vari- 
ety of responses, thoughts, and suggestions. At many colleg- 
es, their athletic facility has been retasked to serve academic 
programs that require larger classroom spaces due to social 
distancing. Without facility space, they are extremely limit- 
ed in what they can offer to student-athletes. At Redeemer, 
we have a few classes using the gym during the week, but we 
still had enough time and space to move ahead with regular 
team training (or at least modified team training!) Our aim 
was (and still is) to offer athletic programming that is en- 
gaging our student-athletes and giving them an opportunity 
to make improvements to their individual games as well as 
to the overall team performance.” Athletes at Redeemer are 
blessed to be able to be practicing and growing as teams 
during this time off from competition.” 

The opportunity to continue holding formal prac- 
tices, opening up the weight room to students, as well as 
providing additional training through OK fitness is one that 
our school cannot take for granted. With gyms around the 
province being shut down, the ability to come in daily and 
practice our sports or get in a workout is a privilege. 

This being said, athletes have lost a lot this year. 
I spoke with a number of student athletes who expressed 


what it is exactly they would miss about playing their sport 
this year. Michelle Wright, who is on the women’s cross 
country team had this to say on the changed season.“As sim- 
ple as it sounds, I miss running with my team. Team runs 
were some of my favourite moments throughout the busy 
weeks of classes and assignments. For practices, we'd drive 
to nearby trails, running under tunnels of trees but since I 
don’t have a car, I’m now often stuck running through sub- 
urban Ancaster,” Maria VanVark who plays on the women’s 
volleyball team said this: “What I miss the most is the com- 
petition. Not only playing other schools but everything com- 
petition brings with it. I miss the bus rides, the bonding over 
competition with the team, watching and cheering on our 
men’s team. Practicing is always good but not being able 
to actually play and use what we learn in more than dur- 
ing practices is what I miss.” Other athletes expressed this 
sentiment as well, Maddi Cohoon is a transfer student from 
Macmaster, now in the education program at Redeemer and 
playing on the women’s basketball team, and she had this to 
say on the lack of competition. “Like all athletes, I crave the 
opportunity to compete. Of course, there are alternate ways 
to fill this void such as shooting competitions at practice, 
weight room challenges, and post practice suicides that turn 
to races; but there is still nothing comparable to lacing up 
your shoes and hitting the court with your team.” With no 
formal competition, there seems to be a gap in the athletic 
program. So what are athletes setting their sights on? What 
are their goals and visions for the next year? 

VanVark spoke about her goals and how as a se- 
nior she wants to take this opportunity to invest in younger 
members of the team. “My biggest goal is to help the others 
on the team to be the best players they can be and to use this 
time to work harder than we ever had. Another goal is to 
use this opportunity to try and mentor the younger athletes. 
They have years to still play and are the future of our Royals 
program that we are all so proud of so I want to leave them 
with the opportunity to be the best they can be and to help 
them the best I can with the experience I have gained over 
the years here at Redeemer.” 

Cohoon elaborated on the position she is in, and 
how a year off actually has benefits for her as a transfer 
student. “For me, I have been out of basketball for over 
5 years now as I chose to pursue rugby at the provincial, 
National, and university level. Unlike my teammates, this 
year’s season would have been a “bonus” for me as I only 
have one year of eligibility remaining; therefore, prior to the 
pandemic I was going to need to choose which year of my 
two-year program I would compete. This “extra” time will 
allow me to get the basketball rust off and bring back my 
muscle memory. But also, as a team, we are fortunately be- 
ing supported by Redeemer's Athletic department in terms 


of granting us the ability to continue training. With our 
team only losing one athlete to graduation, we now have an 
extra-long ‘off-season’ that will allow us to grow individu- 
ally and as a team.” Cohoon expressed some of her goals 
for the season as well. “Personally, I want to find my role 
on the team and put my focus on that. It may not be to have 
the highest shooting percentage but rather to increase in- 
tensity, defense, secure loose balls, rebounding, positive/ 
frequent talk, assists, steals, running the court. Also, on a 
personal note, I wish to enhance team culture and bring out 
the best in my teammates. There’s no doubt that building as 
individuals and as a team is being challenged this year. But 
I would love to see us grow exponentially through this.” 

Joshua Sloots, who plays on the men’s soccer team 
expressed some of the benefits of cancelled games, saying 
that “we now have more time to work on fitness and specific 
skills, plus we now have weekends to do other fun activities 
and school.” When asked about his goals, Sloots expressed 
that he aims to do the 40m dash in under 5.5 seconds, do all 
his readings with the extra time and work out more. Wright 
also expressed her goals saying that “One of my goals is to 
take advantage of this unique season and put more time into 
training and conditioning at my own pace, meanwhile, not 
stressing myself out about competition.” 

The rookie experience is specifically unique this 
year, with an intro into Redeemer athletics that is so differ- 
ent than what it normally is. Practicing with no concept of 
what it’s like to compete at this level is especially challeng- 
ing, and can be discouraging. I spoke with Karyn Tebrake, a 
rookie on the women’s basketball team and asked what her 
experience as a first year player has been like. “It’s tough 
being a rookie this year because everyone was looking for- 
ward to being a part of a new environment where you get to 
play with a bunch of girls who love the game as much as you 
do. But now with covid that is not possible.” She expressed 
the upsides of this year as well however, saying “There are 
many benefits to this new situation. It allows us to all focus 
on more individual development as players which you do 
not normally get because practices were mainly focused on 
team development. My goals this season is to really focus on 
my development as an individual player and to really work 
on my fitness so that I am ready for the next season.” 

Overall, Redeemer’s student athletes are in good 
shape; emotionally, spiritually and physically, While there 
is discouragement over what has been lost, there is also 
hope for new opportunities and growth that we will see in 
the months to come. Redeemer’s Royals continue to dem- 
onstrate their hard work ethic, their passion for their sport 
and their commitment to excellence. 
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A Deeper Sense of Community 
What are first year and remote students feeling in a new school context? 


ARISSA VANDEBURGT 
JUNIOR REPORTER 


This year at Redeemer is different than ever be- 
fore. With group projects now only possible over Zoom, 
desks 6 feet apart, inter-dorm interaction discouraged and 
covid safety taking over every part of our lives, how are Re- 
deemerites finding community? In particular, first years 
and remote students are in a unique position. 

Do you remember those initially awkward dorm 
dinners, your hype LAUNCH teams, the Decade Dance, and 
all those things that helped you get out of your shell in first 
year? You would find your friends in those shared moments 
of newness, and pick the people who would become “yours” 
for the next four years. First year students aren’t really hav- 
ing these experiences, so how are they feeling about their 
sense of community at Redeemer? 

It’s a common consensus that Covid regulations 
have made it harder for students to meet new people, but 
the response I got to asking if first-years have been finding 
community was almost overwhelmingly positive. Sebas- 
tian Caldwell, an international student from Hong Kong 
especially praised the kindness of everyone from students 
to profs here at Redeemer. This sentiment was echoed by 
many others, saying that everyone is so friendly and wel- 
coming despite the sometimes intimidating stares coming 
from behind the masks. It feels pretty easy to walk up to 
someone and introduce yourself just because of the hospi- 
table atmosphere that is fostered here. 

Redeemer is a school that likes to advertise how 
students leave having known their profs and classmates 
personally, and really emphasizes the draw of the smaller 
classrooms. Although necessary, the distancing measures 
in place kind of seem to take away from this perk. Is there 
anything Redeemer could do to make friendships grow 
outside of the classroom? One first-year student, Geoffrey 
Guichelar, points out that the way masks tend to muffle 
people’s voices and make everyone look the same (blonde, 
tall, Blundstones, you know what I’m saying??) means that 
“classroom chit-chat is really cut down.” These classroom 
interactions are really important for friendships but seem 
to be impossible. There are solutions though: 

I've heard rumours of picnic tables being put in the 
dome as a community space, as well as the rec room being 
opened. Spaces like the quad have proved to be invaluable 
right now with the Muskoka chairs, relaxed atmosphere 
and lack of masks, It’s a place where students can meet, do 


homework and hang out without being afraid of Covid. If 
more spaces like this could be created as gathering places 
for friends, this would be a huge step to making the coming 
winter look a whole lot less sad. 

Robyn Postma offers some words of hope for any 
first year looking for deeper relationships in this crazy time. 
“I think as first years it can be hard to make friends whether 
we are in this challenging season or not. I do believe that 
these added barriers have created another complicated level 
of getting to know eachother but I hope that the effort we 
have to put in allows us to develop deeper relationships than 
we would have without these added barriers.” We can use 
this time to learn more about each other in more creative 
contexts, and maybe learn to appreciate the importance of 
every single person that we walk past each day in the halls. 
We can use this time to create a deeper sense of community 
than ever before. 

Let’s not forget the online students though. “Do 
our remote students have anything to say?” I’m sure you’ve 
all heard at least one of your profs say that. As the first gen- 
eration of online students at Redeemer ever, they certainly 
do have something to say about this. It seems that remote 
students, with the exception of first years, have been enjoy- 
ing their experience. 

Most online students are still feeling connected to 
the larger Redeemer community, whether it’s through min- 
istries, working on campus or just the many years of build- 
ing up relationships on campus. It seems even Covid can't 
get in the way of those deep friendships. Mayita Caiza even 
says “it is weird to say but I feel more part of the community 
than I have in previous years.” I think that just like Robyn 
said, relationships are becoming more intentional and that 
intentionality is serving everyone better. 

Another student points out that it’s a really cool 
opportunity to be able to take classes from anywhere and 
to be able to schedule your classes around your days instead 
of your days around your classes. It makes life easier and 
takes away a lot of the distractions that come with being in 
class with friends. There's definitely highlights to this way 
of learning being introduced into Redeemer’s ways of teach- 
ing. The technology we have to do this is such a blessing and 
has provided many people with a new way of learning that 
may even suit them better. 

This isn’t to say that things have been going per- 
fectly for the online students. Glitches with cameras and 
mics in class have made it hard and sometimes impossible 
for our remote students to come to class. Paying attention is 
certainly hard when you can't see or hear your profs. Not to 
mention that not being able to see your classmates is pretty 
tough. Online students have also brought up the lack of con- 
nection they feel with fellow onliners, suggesting that may- 


be things could be done to form better relationships there. 
Game nights, or study groups or online forums could be in- 
troduced where remote students can meet and share their 
experiences and tips to make class more enjoyable. 

First year online students though, have been hav- 
ing a rough go of it. The close knit community that is built 
here at Redeemer is so attractive to any first year hoping to 
make life-long friends. This, however, is kind of lost over 
Zoom. Not having had the chance to make friends on cam- 
pus before, combined with the exclusion of remote students 
from the rest of the class, means that first year remote stu- 
dents haven’t really had the chance to meet their classmates. 
There simply just does not seem to be any way for online 
students to be any more included than they are and that can 
be rather discouraging when you don’t know anyone in your 
classes. 

This exclusion from everyone else seems to just be the way 
to live life right now, but that doesn’t make it any less dis- 
appointing for students who before have really appreciated 
Redeemer’s sense of community but now don’t feel any part 
of it. One student suggested that maybe if classrooms had 
two cameras, one pointed on the prof and one on the class 
could lead to a better sense of what’s going on as a whole. 
Also maybe having the in person students log in to Zoom as 
well would increase the sense of inclusion for people unable 
to be in person. So next time you happen to be in a group 
with an online student, take the extra time to find out their 
name and learn something about them because that sense of 
inclusion means so much when everyone feels so far away. 
The world is changing and Redeemer is too, but we have 
been blessed by this opportunity to still live and work and 
play so close to so many other people. Masks, social distanc- 
ing and technology that doesn’t allow us to be fully present 
definitely limits the amount of interactions we have, but we 
are living in a very hopeful context. We're one of the few 
schools in the country open in person and full of people cre- 
atively looking for ways to form friendships despite these 
barriers. So take courage and be hopeful. Take those few 
extra steps each day to reach out to a stranger or remote 
student, because all of us are craving a deep connection to 
community right now and it starts simply by saying “hi.” 
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Much Ado about Reading Break 


Winter Break (or lack thereof) Blues 


CORRINA SERVOS 
SENIOR REPORTER 


By now, all students at Redeemer have heard of the 
modified plans for the winter semester. These plans include 
cancelling reading week in February, adding an extra seven 
days onto Christmas break, and holding classes on Eas- 
ter Monday. While all of these changes have been done in 
the spirit of keeping COVID off of campus and keeping the 
school open for business, there seem to be a lot of other nega- 
tive effects that will impact students. In a situation like this, 
there are definitely two sides to the story, and it is important 
for both sides of the story to be heard. 

Reading breaks have been an important aspect of a 
university's term, and it would be hard to find a university or 
college in Ontario that does not have a winter reading break. 
Reading breaks are used by students in various ways, but this 
week is undeniably important to the student body. Those 
who have fallen behind are given a whole week to catch up 
on work so that they can continue in the semester without 
feeling like they are drowning. Those who have been working 
hard to stay on track have the opportunity to take a break and 
simply breathe, or have the chance to work ahead and lessen 
the impact of the rest of the semester. For all students, it is 
a valuable time to relieve some of the stress brought on by 
post-secondary education, and this change will greatly affect 
the students who rely on reading week to catch up, get ahead, 
or even just rest. “I have dealt with mental health struggles in 
the past,” says an anonymous Redeemer student, “...getting 
to the week-long reading break has felt like I was just keep- 
ing my head above water because the stress of everything was 
almost too much to bear — that being said, I don’t think it’s 
a good idea. Mental illness is a real thing, and on the rise, so 
why are we taking away something that is designed to help 
with this?” 

Now, struggles with mental health have been a 
problem during the best of years (and have been steadily 
rising!) But this year is undeniably a different year, with 
countless new struggles. Students have been dealing with the 
isolation, fear, and stress that is a result of the impacts of 
COVID on their daily lives. Student Senate, while not hear- 
ing the concerns of every student on campus, has heard con- 
cerns from a number of students about these changes.“[W] 
e find ourselves in a place and situation that is so different 
from what we could’ve expected at this time last year,” says 


Alison Nirula, Vice President of Student Affairs, “[o]n top of 
the regular stress that comes with being a university student, 
we are also facing the added stress of learning to live in a 
pandemic. This alone increases stress levels and negatively 
impacts mental health...[i]t is not sustainable for students 
to work all semester without having some form of a read- 
ing break.” Dealing with quarantine and the fear of catching 
a deadly disease has been an unexpected burden for every- 
one, and there are many people who feel that the impacts of 
mental health are not being taken seriously. University is a 
demanding time for even the healthiest, happiest students; 
during even the calmest, happiest years. The students that 
struggle with mental health as well as the effects of the pan- 
demic feel the demands of post-secondary education stress 
in an even greater way. 

For quite a few students, the decision to hold classes 
on Easter Monday came as a shock. Yes, we are in the midst 
of an international pandemic, but why would a professing 
Christian university ask its students to go to classes during a 
time that is considered important to Christians? For secular 
universities, Easter may be known as nothing more than a 
holiday that celebrates chocolate and the Easter bunny, but 
for Christians it is so much more than that. Christmas is an 
important time to celebrate the birth of Christ, but Easter 
is equally, if not more, important as a holiday to celebrate 
His resurrection. Isn’t that at the core of the Christian faith, 
and shouldn’t that be important to a Christian university? 
Even though Easter Monday is not “technically” a holiday, 
the weekend as a whole is important to many Christian fam- 
ilies. Redeemer is known, as a Christian university, to not 
schedule varsity games on Sundays. While varsity games are 
also being put on hold for the year, many would argue that 
Eastertime should be more important to a Christian school. 
Now, it is extremely important to note that there are two sides 
to this story. Redeemer is a school that does care about the 
wellbeing of their students. A lot of thought is put into creat- 
ing the atmosphere of care and community that Redeemer 
is famous for as a Christian school, and Redeemer is obvi- 
ously not to blame for the circumstances of the pandemic. 
The decision to cancel the reading break and add a week onto 
Christmas break has been done with the mindset of keep- 
ing Redeemer open for in person learning, and no one can 
say that in person learning is not important. The decision to 
cancel the reading break was done to minimize the amount 
that students leave campus and return, which will minimize 
the risk of having active COVID cases on campus. This deci- 


sion was not made lightly by the school, and it was done with 
the best interests of in person learning at heart. The decision 
to hold classes on Easter Monday was also made as a way to 
minimize students travelling. For the students that struggle 
with mental health, Redeemer has mental health services 
available to all of its students. While mental health services 
may not be a solution to stress, they may help relieve some of 
the stress and anxiety during this time. 

It is also important to acknowledge the decisions of 
Redeemer as valid in protecting the school’s ability to stay 
open. At the same time, it is also important for students to 
be able to voice their concerns. There may be students who 
are completely fine with these changes, or those who appre- 
ciate a longer Christmas break, but there are still those who 
understand why the decision was made but feel that their 
concerns are not being taken seriously. Redeemer has made 
a decision that it believes will allow for the best possible 
chance for the school to stay open, but is there a way to still 
meet in the middle? “[S]tudents strongly believe that there 
needs to be some sort of a compromise between keeping stu- 
dents healthy physically (from COVID) and keeping students 
healthy mentally (with some sort of reading break),” says 
Nirula. There are many alternatives that would keep stu- 
dents on campus but also allow for that much needed time 
to breathe and rest. Things like a test or project free week, 
or reading “days” (a one or two day break) may be ways that 
could still be considered as a way to accommodate students 
amidst a global pandemic. 

The times are strange. The decisions are hard. The 
concern is real, Yet there are still ways for this situation to 
play out in a way which would benefit both school and stu- 
dents. Even if this means saying goodbye to reading break 
for the winter term, students should remember that in per- 
son learning is a blessing that many other schools don’t have 
right now. On the other hand, hopefully hearing student 
voices allows for Redeemer to get a full picture of the mental 
state of their students so that topics like these can be com- 
municated about and resolved. 
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Since a global pandemic sent us all running for home back in March, and we missed putting Redeemer’s favorite edition out in April. So, we gathered a couple 
of our favorite satirical articles as a Crown team for your enjoyment. 


Predestined to be Together 


The Christian Reformed Church’s version of the Bachelor 


LUCY BRINKMAN 
SENIOR REPORTER 


Are you sitting at home in your childhood bed- 
room, tired of binge watching Love is Blind on Netflix? 
Maybe you're looking for something fun to do while you 
avoid chiming in on that discussion forum on Discovery? 
Well, look no further, because this coming Monday is the 
premiere of a brand new show: Predestined to Be Together: 
the Christian Reformed Church’s version of the bachelor. 
The bachelor, Jacob Vanderslaander, is a third generation 
Canadian, the grandchild of Dutch immigrants. He grew up 
in Smithers, B.C, attended Dordt College and now works as 
a teacher in a local Christian school. 

Contestants have come from all over the country 
to try to win Jacob's heart. During the premiere you'll see a 
variety of women exit the limos and attempt to make a great 


first impression on the bachelor. Memorable moments to 
look forward to include a woman performing a Tiktok dance 
she choreographed to the tune of the Doxology and another 
who impressively sings the classic hymn Ere Zij God with 
perfect Dutch pronunciation. 

Instead of roses, the bachelor is handing out tulips, 
and to accept the flower, each girl first has to recite the ac- 
ronym that every CRC kid learned early on. Alvin Plantinga 
serves as this season’s host, providing Jacob with wise ad- 
vice, as well as interesting theological tidbits for the contes- 
tants and the viewers at home to ponder. 

Throughout the season, the girls will go on a num- 
ber of group dates including catechism classes, trips to the 
dairy farm, and a potluck dinner with a local congregation. 
Friendly competition ensues as the women participate in a 
cub car race, the winner earning a (chaperoned) one-on-one 
date with Jacob. 

As the season progresses, hometown visits offer an 
interesting twist, as every single one of the final three bach- 


elorettes is from Grand Rapids Michigan. In a never before 
seen twist, it turns out two of the girls are actually cousins! 
There’s lots of drama to look forward to as one girl reveals 
she was baptized both as an infant and as an adult. You'll 
want to stick around for the biggest shock of the whole sea- 
son, as one girl confesses that she occasionally raises her 
hands during worship, and Jacob must decide if he is okay 
to marry someone who is likely a closet Pentacostal. 

Clearly you're not going to want to miss a moment 
of this show! Which girl truly has irresistible grace? Who 
will be this season’s villain? And who will make it to the 
future spinoff show: Bachelor Mission Trip? Tune in next 
Monday to follow Jacob’s journey and find out if our contes- 
tants will end up totally engaged or totally depraved! 


Sitting Down With The Ripstick Gang 


“The trend that is taking over campus © 


CORRINA SERVOS 
SENTOR REPORTER 


Since the beginning of September, students on 
campus have seen an increasing number of outdoor activi- 
ties taking place. Whether playing spikeball, shooting hoops 
on the basketball court, or chilling on a porch, students have 
been finding ways to enjoy the fresh fall air. But one of the 
most popular outdoor activities on campus this fall has stu- 
dents getting back to their grade school days: ripsticking and 
scootering. When inquiring about how this trend got started, 
there seems to be three names that students know as the peo- 
ple who started the “Ripstick gang” and who can regularly be 
seen ripping around campus. I sat down with Ryan Flokstra, 
Laura VanLuyk, and Erica Van Hoffen to get the behind the 
scenes look on how their passion got started. 

When asked what got him into ripsticking, Ryan 
claims that it was “the call of God.” On what he describes 
as “one fateful afternoon,” he came across a ripstick in a 
thrift store and claims that it has been “love at first sight ever 
since.” After this initial purchase, it did not take long for Lau- 
ra and Erica to follow suit. As a newcomer, Erica felt “very 
unqualified” to ripstick, so she purchased a scooter. Showing 
that there is something for everyone, the ripstick gang was 
born. Now, Laura and Erica have converted their dorm (and 
soon, their whole row) into avid ripstickers. 


There are many appealing aspects of scootering and 
ripsticking, and these three avid spokespeople of the sport 
were keen to share their favourites. “I like going down hills 
so I don’t have to work as hard,” says Laura, adding that “you 
can make it to the school in a minute and fifty-two seconds.” 
Ripsticking to school is also a favourite of Ryan’s, who has 
converted other friends into ripsticking to school. For all the 
speed demons out there, Erica recommends scootering. “I 
like going fast,” she admits, “I fee] unique, empowered, and 
fast: the holy trinity.” 

On campus, Laura claims that the best place to rip- 
stick is right in front of dorm 28. “It has a good hill, but not 
too much,” Erica says. “We’re very thankful that Redeemer 
redid their pathways,” Laura adds, “because it’s smooth and 
it tastes good.” In the future, it sounds like a trip down the 
mountain (on the ripsticks) may be in the cards! 

When asked about how it feels to be trendsetters on 
campus, all three say that they feel a certain level of pride 
and fondness towards new first years who are picking up the 
sport. Erica claims that Laura has always been a trendsetter, 
while Ryan says that his mother is extremely proud of what 
he has accomplished. Erica says that her motto for scooter- 
ing and being a trendsetter is this: “As Bill Gates once said, 
‘I am not in competition with anyone but myself. My goal is 
to improve myself continuously,” showing that even in ac- 
tivities such as scootering, there is always an opportunity to 
be improving. For students on campus this fall, Ryan, Laura 
and Erica all agree that ripsticking and scootering is a great 


hobby to pick up. Erica confirms that “with social distanc- 
ing... it’s one of the activities you can do with friends while 


‘not touching them.” For others, it’s a chance to get back to 


their roots, as Laura and Erica state that it gives the chance 
to be “one of the cool kids from grade school. You also know 
who was the cool kid in grade seven. If they can just get on 
the ripstick and go, you know that they had a pool party and 
the whole class came.” Or in the words of Ryan, it allows you 
to answer the call of the void. 

And as for advice for future students looking to hop 
on the bandwagon? “Always be checking Facebook market- 
place!” says Laura. Borrow a ripstick from a friend, or pull 
your ripstick or scooter out of the garage and test your grade 
7 skills. Take a little break from studying to enjoy some of the 
childish pleasures in life, you might actually enjoy it. Maybe 
next in the cards is a ripstick hockey tournament, or a scooter 
race, or someone gifting President Graham a ripstick... the 
possibilities are endless. “Don’t be afraid to look stupid,” 
Laura encourages first year students, with Ryan adding, “If 
it looks stupid, but it works, it ain’t stupid.” Let’s hope that 
this trend continues to grow this fall and spread and provide 
enjoyment for university students who deep, deep down, are 
all still seventh graders at heart. 
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Fourth Year Reflections 
Titles, careers and a note to the graduates 


NATALIE LANTZ 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


I am a fourth-year student, preparing to head 
into the “real” world in just a few short months. I want- 
ed to write a bit of a reflection about this, as I begin the 
preparations because, honestly, I have no idea what life 
will be like after I graduate (seriously though if some- 
body could tell me what I need to know before I leave 
this place, that would be awesome.) Redeemer has pre- 
pared me well in regard to knowing how to write a good 
essay, and I know grammar through and through, but 
I don’t know how to pay taxes or change my oil on my 
car (Thanks Dad, for all the times you’ve changed my oil 
for me.) Big life things that I should perhaps know, but 
don’t. I'll learn when I get out of here... hopefully. All 
that to say, my education here at Redeemer has brought 
me closer to my dreams, and I'll always be thankful for 
that and my time here. 

I have been feeling more reflective as I have 
had a lot more time to myself to think about these things 
(Thanks COVID.) Over these years, I have carried a lot 
of titles: I've been an RA to a couple of dorms; I am now 
a RLF; I worked in two positions on the Crown; I led 
the women’s ministry for a couple of years. However, out 
of all these titles, the one that has seemed the heaviest, 
and the busiest, is the one we all carry while here at Re- 
deemer, and that is the title of student. I will pass all of 
these titles on, but the student is the one that I feel like 
I am holding onto as tightly as I can, because for as long 
as I can remember, I have been a student. And in a few 
months, that title won’t be mine anymore, and I will en- 
ter into the workforce, taking on a title of wherever I end 
up working. 


Don’t get me started on trying to choose a ca- 
reer; I have been all over the place with that these past 
few months. Chances are I’ve shoved a latte into your 
hands and told you over the steam that I think I know 
what I want to do now, but it’s not what I came into 
school wanting. I’m trying to wrap my head around this - 
that these halls won’t carry me into classrooms anymore, 
and the bench where I do the majority of my writing will 
still be there, but it will become somebody else’s bench. 
All of these things that have become so common over the 
years, that will soon become so foreign soon. 

Perhaps this is a reflection on graduating so 
soon, but also an encouragement to those who won't 
walk across the stage this year. I heard it said once that 
people always say these are the best years of your life, 
and to some, they might be. But these years, these four 
years are just the beginning of something so much big- 
ger out there. 

Being at Redeemer has been such a gift, and I 
have had the honor of being taught by professors that I 
will probably look up to for the rest of my life. I have also 
made some of my best friends here, ones that I know will 
walk alongside me even after I walk across the stage. (If 
that’s happening, I really hope I get to.) I am nostalgic 
as I write these words, the memories of everything that 
has come into my life over these years. I hold them tight, 
as I write letters to those I love, and send them through 
intercampus mail, I hold them tight over socially dis- 
tanced coffee dates and picnics in the park. Over weekly 
Wednesday night walk dates. I hold these memories 
tight as I prepare for something that I don’t know how to 
prepare for, so I’m not really preparing. Because soon, 
these moments will just be the memories left. 

There have been a few moments this year, 
where I feel like I've gotten a glimpse of maybe mak- 
ing writing more of a career than a hobby, I recently hit 
twenty thousand words for an independent study that 
I have been working on, and that is a milestone that I 


thought I would never hit. I didn’t think I would see 
that number attributed to my own words. I also had a 
professor encourage me in my writing, telling me that 
my words could take me somewhere. These are two ex- 
amples of things that have come up this year that are like 
little glimpses into maybe something bigger than just a 
hobby. And in case my mom reads this article, I’m plan- 
ning for a career that will carry me into the years, but 
writing is a huge part of my life and I am excited to see 
where it takes me. Because there is so much out there, 
and this is just the beginning. 

To the graduates of this year, well done. You 
aren’t done yet, but the day you throw the cap in the air 
is getting closer. Even if you throw it in your room over 
zoom, throw the cap. These years have been long and 
beautiful and hard and everything in between. You are 
entering into the world as an educated human being, 
and that is a beautiful thing. 

To everybody else, send the mail. Hug your 
roommates (and nobody else on campus because covid.) 
Hold tight to the moments that you have right now and 
know that dishues are never as big of a deal as they seem 
in the moment. You are facing some really good years; I 
won't say best because I think every year has the poten- 
tial to be the best in our lives. There’s so much more to 
experience, and we are just dipping our toes into it. 
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The Ultimate Redeemer Crossword 


Down: Across: 
1. there's two of them - profs 2. what do you call the dorm you share a 
3. the worship night at Redeemer is called porch with? 
4. favourite campus pets 8. the thing we're supposed to wear around 
5. everyone's favourite statue our necks 
6. biggest "classroom" at school 9. the big bubble 
7. best place to bump into friends 11. a tree is made of - media prof 
10. Redeemer's varsity team names 12. best meal of the week 
13. every Redeemer student has one of these 14. muskoka chair central 
hanging out of their pockets 15. Redeemer's mascot is a 
17. what do you call the dorm you share a wall 16. nickname for the intramural soccer night in 
with? previous years 
18. the nickname for the path by the soccer 19, the name of third parking lot 
field that couples walk on 20. the name of Redeemer's favourite cafeteria 


21. not curvy - history prof 
22. that thing we're supposed to be filling out 
every day 


PEOPLE 
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Humans of Redeemer 


ARISSA VANDEBURGT 
JUNIOR REPORTER 


In 2010, a man by the name of Brandon Stanton began a photographic project in New York City that would grow to become a #1 New York Times bestseller and photo 


blog boasting over 15 million followers worldwide. Initially, Stanton set out to create what he calls “an exhaustive catalogue of New York City’s inhabitants,” comprised 
of 10,000 photos plotted across a city map. 


The concept took on a different form, however, as he began collecting pieces of conversation had with those he photographed. Photo captions would soon become as vital 
as the shots themselves, and, together, make for a captivating stream of stories, he entitled, ‘Humans of New York.’ 


Highlighting 6-8 Redeemer Students and Faculty each article, the Crown seeks to mimic Stanton’s idea on campus by asking a thoughtful or fun question, followed by 
taking a candid photo of the student, staff or faculty member included in each issue. We know that stories are powerful, so the goal here is to further uncover our own. 


Scripture tells us to rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who mourn, share the word of our testimony, and give glory to God in every season. This column is 
simply another means to do so and remind ourselves that our King, Jesus, is the ultimate author and finisher of our faith. 


Meet the First Year 


Name: James Hall Name: Megan Yorke Name: Chandra Servos Name: Ethan Devries 
Major: Phys Ed Dorm # - 30 a a as ae a Fae 
is : Chi jor: Kinesiolo ajor: : 
ae ap hsag ee earch ae eel dorm Se had: Stuffed Pep- cont meal her dorm has had: The ones i Best meal dorm has had: Shepherds pie 
First year bucket list item: Passing pers make oe First year bucket list item: visit all the 
courses First year bucket list item: Kill all the First year bucket list item: Take the wire Hamilton waterfalls 
fruit flies living in my dorm lady and have her in my room for the 


rest of the year 


Name: Laurel Andrews Name: Leah Siebenga Name: Jamie Bouwman Name: Nathan Reid-Welford 

Dorm: 28 Dorm: 31 Commuter Dory 15 - 

Major: Social Work Major: Applied social sciences Major: Digital Media and Production ag ak we ; eae 
Best meal dorm has had: Stuffed pep- Best meal dorm has had: Stir Fry Best meal this year: Squash soup Bast sain is ‘ ich i a 
pers with cream cheese and chicken First year bucket list item: make a First year bucket list item: Pass HUM (creds io 7 ire . man a og) 
and salsa huge gingerbread house at Christmas- 110 iba gs sucket list tem: g 
First year bucket list item: pull an all time pran 


nighter 


